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INTRODUCTION 


During the year 1947-48 eight copper-plate records were examined and 
impressions of 244 stone inscriptions were taken and studied. As usual the largest 
number of stone inscriptions comes from South India. 


Copper Plates 


From the Curator of the Lucknow Museum were received imuressions of 
four copper-plate records, the originals of which are preserved in the Siva temple 
at Pandukésvar, Garhwal District, Uttar Pradesh. Two of them (Nos. 5 and 
6) are issued by LalitaSiradsva, the third (No. 7) by Padmatadéva and the 
fourth (No. 8) by Subhiksharàjadeva. LalitaSiradeva describes himself ав the 
son of Ishtaganadéva and grandson of Nimbara. Padmatadeva and his son 
Subbiksharajadéva apparently belonged to another family as the genealogy found 
iri their records is different. It is as follows :—Salénaditya, his son Ichchhatadeva, 
his son Desatadava, his son Padmatadéva whose son was Subhiksharajadeva. 
While the charters of Lalita$üradeva and Pamatadéva are issued from Karttike- 
yapura, those of Subhiksharájadéva are issued from Subhikshapura, a new city 
which he apparently founded after his own name. We have no means of ascer- 
taining when these chiefs ruled; but the palaeography of their records may be 
referred to the 9-10th century A.D. Since the palaeography of their inscriptions is 
more or less alike, the two sets of rulers would not have been far removed from 
each other in point of time. 

The Kasare plates of Nikumbhällasakti (No. 3) may be mentioned as a 
worthy acquisition of the year under review. The record helps us to determine 
£he form of the name of one of the members of the Séndraka dynasty, viz., Alla- 
бакы who was hitherto known to historians as Nikumbhallasakti which was not 
capable of being properly interpreted. 

Stone Inscriptions 

Among the stone inscriptions, the earliest is a Tamil record ‘of Maharaja 
Parameévaravarman discovered in the Chingleput District, Madras State (No. 83). 
It refers to the erection of a temple Бу SomaSiyar and others during the first year 
of the king’s reign. The record may be assigned on palaeographic grounds to 
the 7th century А. D. and may therefore be taken to be ої Pallava Рататаббуата- 
varman I. 

‚Ар inscription (No. 14) at Kottiru in the Tadpatri taluk, Anantapur 
District, refers itself бо the reign of the Western Chalukya king Vijayáditya 
‘Satyaéraya and is dated iri the fourth year of his reign. It states that a chief 
of the Bana family was governing the district of Vanganir-vishaya as a feudatory 
of the king and records а gift of land at Penukaparu to a Brahmana of the 
Bhàradvàja-gétra. A record (No. 194) from Gudugudi, Dharwar District, 
Bombay State, belongs to the reign of the Western Chalukya king Vikramaditya, 
Who seems to be the second king of that name and it refers to the construction 
of a tank. From the same place comes an inscription on a hero-stone (No. 195) of 
the reign of the Rashtrakuta king Amoghavarsha which records the death of nal- 
gavunda Kalirũpa, along with others, when Kaliga of Belvola made an attack. 
‘Another Rashtrakiita record (No. 203) of the time of Indra and dated in Saka 846,. 
comes from Lakshmipur in the same district. It gives the interesting information 
that at the time of the record Ajavarmaraga of the Kadamba family was holding 
the office of ndlgdvunda and that Banavasi 12000 province had been divided 
into two parts which were being administered by Bañkeya and Sankaraganda. 
A record of the Rashtraküta king Jagattunga which comes from SAvikeri (No. 227) 
refers to one Rajaditya of the Saluki family as the governor of Banawasi- mandala 
and states that his ife §ri-Madévi was administering the division of Samakarige 
twelve. Samakarige, the chief town of the division, is identical with modern 
Savikéri where the record was found. 
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A prince of the Bapa family named Aggapa figures іп а record at Chinna 
Pappüru (No. 6) in Tadpatri taluk. He bears the titles Nandagirinátha, Parivipura- 
paramésvara, etc., which are usually associated with the rulers of this family after 
about the 1Cth century А. D. Thisrecord has, therefore, to be assigned to this period 
and palaeography supports this view. At Sannamüru in the Podili taluk, Nellore 
District, was copied an inscription (No. 99) of a Bana chief also named Aggaparaju. 
But this record is dated Saka 930, Vaisakha Punnama, Friday, corresponding 
to A. D. 1008, April 23, Friday. It states that the chief granted to ход Agrasteávara 
of Srannagüru some lands situated in Pedda-rájya and Konduka-rajya. It needs to 
be ascertained how the Bana chief happened to exercise sway over these divisions, 
for the territory of this family was situated further south-west, in the areas covered 
by the districtsof North Arcot, Anantapur and Cuddapah and part of Eastern My- 
sore. One of the circumstances which might have led to the advent of the Bana chief 
Aggaparaju to this region might be the Western Cbalukya advance into this part 
of the country under Bayal-Nambi, the general of Ahavamalla (Satyaéraya) іп A.D. 
1006 (S. J. I., Vol. VI, No. 102). In the wake of this invasion, Ageapar&ju, а scion of 
the Вапаз,. who were hereditary Western Chalukya subordinates adininistering 
parts of Anantapur and Cuddapah Distriets, might have found his way into 
Pedda-rajya and Konduka-rajya. It might be of interest to note here that 
another Bana chief named Chüra Balliraja has left a record at Konidena, 
Guntur District (S.LI., Vol, VI, 640) dated Saka 107[3] (A.D. 1151) in which 
it is stated that the village Ramakiru in Kammanadu wes his fief (fivitam). It 
is not improbable that he was а descendant of Aggaparaju mentioned above. 


From Rajauna, Monghyr District, Bihar State, was secured ап inscription 
dated in the 5th regnal year of king Sürapala (No. 153). The record is engraved 
on 2 stone slab depicting the twelve Adityas. The king undoubtedly belongs to 
the Pala dynasty of Bengal and is very probably to be identified with Siirapala 
I, also called Vigrahapala I, who was the successor ої Dévapala and the prede- 
cessor of Матауапараја and who ruled about the middls of the 9th century А. D. 
The only date so far known of this king was his 3rd regnal year. The present 
inscription shows that he ruled at least up to his fifth regnal year. 


Ап inscription (No. 204) of Taila IT, the founder of the later dynasty of the 
Western Chalukyas was discovered at Lakshmipur. It is dated in Saka 913 and 
mentions Chattayyadéva, one of the early members of the Kadamba family. 


At Ayyankövilpattu and Pündottam, near Viluppuram, South Arcot District, 
were copied several inscriptions (Nos. 32-7) of the time of Chola Rajaraja I in 
which reference ів made toa place called Nripatungajayantangi-chaturvedimanga- 
lam which was арратепіїу the old name of one or both the villages mentioned 
above, if not of Viluppüram itself. The village seems to have been founded by a ruler 
who was distinguished by the biruda Nripatunga-jayaniangi and it is not unlikely 
ihat this king belonged to the СЬбіа dynasty and was an ancestor of Rajaraja I. 
The exaot significance of the title is not clear. Nripatunga is the well-known 
Pallava ruler ot the 9th century A. D. whose sway over this region is attested 
by his Bahur Plates which register the grant of certain villages round about 
Bahür bordering on the Villupuram taluk. 


Among the other inscriptions of the Chala dynasty, of which a considerable 
number has been copied this year, the earliest is an epigraph (No. 84) of Parakasari- 
varman engraved on a stone slab аб Ticuppandiyar in the Tiruvallur taluk, Ching- 
leput District. The inscription which is dated in the third year ofthe king's reign, 
registers an endowment in gold made by Vimadigal, son of Tévadi Bhattan, a 
Jama, for tbe upkeep cf the village tank. On palaeographic grounds, the record 
may be assigned to king Parantaka I, who bore the epithet Parakésarivarman. 
It may be noted that the records of Parantaka I dated so early in his reign as the 
3rd year (= A. D. 909-910) are not found in this area. 


Of the inscriptions copied at Srirahgam, Tiruchirapalli District, the bulk 
belongs to the reign of the Chola king, Kuldttunga І. One of them (No. 108) is of 
particular interest as it helps to ascertain the exact day of his coming to the 
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Chëla throne. The record refers to а transaction that $00]: place on the 352nd 
day of the 41st year of his reign. We learn that this was a Tuesday, in the month 
of Ani when the nakshatra was Rohini. These details regularly correspond to 
A. D. 1111, June 6, Tuesday, Rohini and would show that Monday, 20th June, 
A.D. 1110, on which day the nakshatra was Pushya, was the day on which the 
418% year of his reign commenced. As this anniversary date fell, according to the 
Indian Calendar, on Ashadha su. 2, Pushya, it may be supposed that it was 
precisely in this month and nakshatra in the year 1070 A.D. that Kulottunga Т 
ascended the Chéla throne. The afore-mentioned details correspond to A.D.1070 
June 13, Sunday, on which day the asterism was Pushya. Apparently, there- 
fore, it was оп this day and nakshatra that he became the king of the Chola country. 
It may be noted that an inscription of his at Pennadam, South Arcot District 
(A.R. No. 242 of 1929), records provision made in a local temple for special 
worship on the day of Pushya every month for the king's welfare. It has been 
supposed, rnainly on the evidence of this record, that Pushya was the star of 
his nativity. But, from what has been stated above, Pushya may as well be 
the asterism of his assumption of ruling powers over the Chëla dominions. Many 
of the dther inscriptions of Kulottuhga I copied at &rirahgam have one main 
theme ; and that is, of assigning, by sale, to a person or groups of persons, por- 
tions, of a vast stretch of temple land that had been inundated and buried under 
sand by the overflow of the river Kaveri and was consequently rendered unfit 
for cultivation for а century. In every one of these cases it was stipulated that 
the recipients should reclaim these lands, bring them under cultivation and make 
over a specified quantity of the produce into the temple granary or raise flower 
or fruit gardens for the benefit of the great temple. 


А few inscriptions of the Chola period copied at Pérambakkam, Chingle- 
put District (Nos. 66, 67, 72, 73-5), are interesting inagmuch' as they reveal that 
the affairs of the village were conducted by an administrative body called 
the nayayuttar. It is well known that in South India local administrative bodies 
functioned with great efficiency and inseriptions disclose the existence of many 
of them which had different names like the éluvganattar, etc. The niyayattar was a 
similar body, which is not, however, frequently met with in inscriptions. 


The praetice of rewarding posthumously persons who laid down their lives in 
defence of their village is attested by an ‘inscription (Мо. 54) of the tenth 
century of the time of Chola Parakesarivarman. The record which was copied 
at Kakkalir m the Chingleput District states that when Kalivirlya Muttaraiyam 
а Valluvan of Kakkalir died fighting a gang of robbers who raided the village, 
the assembly of the village granted to his son a piece of land as Харра (d. e., 
land given to a hero.) 


At the village of Balehalli in the Dharwar District there are eight hero-stones, 
one of which (No. 182) records the death of some warriors who died defending 
the village against the attack of the Hoysala prince Soma, i.e., S6méévara, 
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District 


South Arcot 


Do. 


Chingleput 


Do. 


Do. 
Guntur 
Malabar 

Do. 

Do. 
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Taluk 
MADRAS STATE 

Tadpatri . 

Do. . . 

Do. . . 

Do. . 

Do. 

Ро. . 

Го. . 

Do. = š 

Do. А 

Do. . . 

Го. . . 

Го. . 

Do. . А 

Do. . Я 

Ро. . 


Villupuram . 


ро. . 
Tiruvallur . 
Do. А 
Do. 
Do. . 
Do. - 
Do. . 
То. . 
Do. . 
Do. 
ро. . . 
Do. . 
Го. . + 
Do. . . 
Го. . . 
Го. . è 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 
Ро. . . 
Do. . 
Do. . . 


Ongole . . 
Kozhikodo . 


Ponnani . з 


Do . . 
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Village 


Amalladinne - 
Chagallu . . 


Chikkepalle (hamlet of Chagallu) 


Chinna Pappüru 
Chukkaliru . 


Jataru . 


Kottaru (hamlet of Brahmanapalle) 


Kummetta 8 


Nittüru (Gudipadu) . 


Pedda Pappüru 
Pedda Yekkalüru 
Puliproddatüru 


Sazzaladinne . 


Tadpatri . 
Yàdiki . à 
Ayyankovilpatta 


Pündóttam  . 
Aranvayal - 
Elambakkam . 
Irulañjëri 
Kakkalar А 
Kottaiyür 5 
Kovilkuppam . 
Кауат . - 
Марреди 
Mummadikuppam 
Nungambakkam 
Perambakkam 
Polivàkkam . 
Puduppattu . 


Sattarai . 


Tenkàranai (Sirrrambakkam) 


Tiruppandiyür 
Tiruvür . . 
Todukkidu . 
Ulundai . є 
Veppambattu . 
Chandalür 5 
Kolikkodu Ф 
Chavakkad < 


Guruvayür . 


` 


| No. in the list 
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District 
Malabar . - . 
Nellore . 
Тапіоге = 
Tirunelveli . * 
Tiruchirapalli . - 
Visakhapatnam . 

ро. . ` " 
Do. ` 
Patna . . . 
De. . " . 
Do. . . . 
Allahabad. 
Banaras . . . 
Bharatpur . . 
Dharwar . А А 
Do. . . 
Doo. . . 
Do. . 
Doo. . . 
po. . . . 
Ро. . . 
Do. . . 
Го. . . . 
Do. . . е 
То. . . А 
Ро. . . . 
Do. . . . 
North Kanara . a 
De . . . 


Taluk 


‘MADRAS STATE 
—condid. 


Walluvanad 


Podili 


Tanjore 


Tiruchendur 


Tiruchirapalli 


Anakapalle 


Chicacole . 


Do. 


Golugonda 


BIHAR STATE 


Paina 


Allahabad 
RAJASTHAN 
BOMBAY STATE 
Hangal о . 5 
Do. . . 
Do. . . . 
Do. . . . 
Do. e . ж 
DO. . . 
Do. . . š 
Do. - . 
Do. А . 
Do. . . 
Do. . » . 
Do. ж я 
Do. e . . 
Kumtha . . . 
Sirsi . А 


о 


Village 


Eodür . 


Sannamüru  . 


Tiruvadi - 
Kayalpattanam 
Srirangam. 

Sankarim . 


Andhavaram . 


Purushottamapuram 


Vajragada . 


Kawaya (near Kiul) 


Patna Museum 


Raja una. . 


Allahabad Museum 


Banaras . 


Bharatpur . 


Badamgatti . 
Bailval . А 
Balehalli . . 
Bammanahalli. 
Dagarathkop . 
Gudugudi i: 
Hullatti . « 
Lakshmipur . 
Mantagi . E 
Nidasingi . 
Savikeri . . 
Bamasgi , . 
Хану . . 
Kumtha . š 


Banavasi . 


No. in the list 


98 

99 
100-101 
102-105 
106-139 
140-141 
142-143. 
144-147 
148 


149 
160-168 
153 


154-169 
160-161 


162-168 


169-170 
191-175 
176-191 

192 

193 
194.201 

202 
203-206 
207-221 
222-926 
227-234 

235 

236 
287-942 
243-244 
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List ої inscriptions arranged according to dynasties 


Dynasty 


Bana . . 


'Chalukya, Western—, 


Ç Chala . . 


Ganga, Eastern—, 
Garjara . . 
Kadamba . А 
Kakatiya . ` 
` Kalachurya М 


Mysore . . 


Nayakas of Tanjore 
Pala 2 . 
Pandya . . 


Rashtrakuta . 


Sendraka . . 


Vijayanagara . 


Yadawa . * 


Miscellaneous 


Number 


5, 6, 99 
14, 176, 179-180, 194, 196-98, 204, 211, 222 


32-37, 40-1, 44-5, 48-9, 54, 60, 64, 66-9, 72-5, 
179, 80, 84-5, 88, 106, 168-32 , 136, 138. 


144, 146 


171, 182-83, 187, 216, 223, 231, 235, 238, 240 
93 
207 


1-2 


100 


| 153 


82 


195, 203, 213, 215, 227-28 


8-11, 15, 18-20, 22, 24-26, 31, 56-7, 62, 70, 78, 
89, 90, 107, 139, 205, 221, 233. 


170 


5-8 


1-3, За, 4, 7, 12, 13, 16,17, 21, 23, 27-30, 38, 
39, 49-8, 46-7, 50-3, 55, 58-9, 61, 63, 65, 71, 
16-1, 81, 83, 86-7, 91-2, 94-8, 101-105, 183: 
135, 137, 140-143, 147- 152, 154-169, 172- 
175, 171-8, 181, 184- 186, 188-193, 199. 202, 
206, 208, 209-10, 212, 214, 217-990, 224 226, 
229-230, 232, 234, 236- 237 239, 241-44. 
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